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Georgia Budget & Policy 

Instituteõs Mission

We seek to build a more prosperous Georgia by 

rigorously analyzing budget and tax policies and 

providing education to inspire informed debate and 

responsible decision-making, advancing our vision of 

a state in which economic opportunity and well-being 

are widely shared among all.



What is Poverty?

How does the government define poverty? 



2009 Federal Poverty Level

Family Size Annual Income

3 $18,310

4 $22,050

5 $25,790



Federal Poverty Level Used to 

Determine Eligibility

Food Stamps 130% FPL

Medicaid

- Pregnant Women

- Infants 

- Children ages 1-5

- Children ages 6-18

- Parents

200% FPL

185% FPL

133% FPL

100% FPL

55% FPL

Peach Care (for children only) 235% FPL

TANF ~ 50% FPL

Subsidized Child Care ~ 192% FPL



What Does it Take for a Family to be 

Self-Sufficient?

County   

Annual Self-Sufficiency 

Standard 2008 

1 adult, 1 pre-schooler, 1 school age

As % of FPL

Cobb $47,013  ($22.26 per hour) 267%

DeKalb $39,007  ($18.47 per hour) 222%

Fulton $39,913  ($18.90 per hour) 227%

Gwinnett $47,587  ($22.53 per hour) 270%

Rockdale $43,134   ($20.42 per hour) 245%

Bibb $30,611  ($14.49 per hour) 174%



Who is Poor in Georgia? 

Where Poverty is 14th Highest in U.S.
Number of Georgians 

Living Below 

100% FPL in 2008

Percent of 

Population

Children 501,892 20.1%

Adults 18-64
765,973 12.8%

Adults 65+
112,977 11.9%

TOTAL
1,380,842 14.7%



Georgia is 4th Highest for Food Insecurity

One in seven 

Georgia 

households 

experienced 

food insecurity 

during 2006-

2008.


