
 

 

 

 

National Medicaid Expansion Is a Bargain for Georgia
By Tim Sweeney 

Over at the Georgia Budget & Policy Institute, we’ve recently released a brief that shows 
why expanding Medicaid to cover hundreds of thousands of low-income, uninsured 
Georgians is a bargain for the state. (Read the brief here.) 

Instead of focusing on the small portion of the expansions costs that will be borne by the 
state (about 10 percent for newly eligible people), Georgia leaders should focus on the 
substantial social and economic benefits that the expansion and additional federal money 
would bring to Georgia. 

Low-income Georgians already have far less access to employer-sponsored health 
insurance than higher income Georgians, and are seeing their limited access decline even 
more. Georgia had the 10th highest uninsured rate in the nation, on average, from 2006-
2008, and because Medicaid eligibility thresholds here are pretty low, the state would 
benefit greatly from the national expansion. 
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